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with gold, nor set with precious stones. But they be wrought so
fynely and conningelye with divers fethers of foules, that the estima-
tion of no costely stuffe is liable to countervail the price of the
worke.
Furthermore in these birdes fethers, and in the dewe ordre of them,
whiche is observed in theire setting, they saye, is conteyned certaine
divine misteries. The interpretation wherof knowen, which is dili-
gently e taught by the priestes, they be put in remembraunce of the
bountifull benefites of God towarde them; and of the love and
honotire whiche of theire behalfe is dewe to God; and also of their
deuties one towarde another. When the priest first commeth out of
the vestry thus apparelled, they fall downe incontinent everye one
reverentlye to the ground, with so still silence on everye part, that
the very fassion of the thinge striketh into them a certayne feare of
God, as though he were there personally presente. When they have
lien a Iitle space on the ground, the priest gevethe them a signe for to
ryse.
Then they sing prayses unto God, whiche they intermixt with in-
straraentes of xnusicke, for the moste parte of other fassions then
these that we use in this parte of the worlde. And like as some of
0urs bee much sweter then theirs, so some of theirs doo farre passe
ours. But in one thinge doubtles they goo exceding farre beyonde
us. For all their musike bothe that they playe upon instrumentes,
and that they singe with mannes voyce dothe so resemble and ex-
presse naturall affections, the sound and tune is so applied and made
agreable to the thinge, that whether it bee a prayer, or els a dytty
of gladnes, of patience, of trouble, of mournynge, or of anger: the
fassion of the melodye dothe so represente the meaning of the thing,
that it doth wonderfullye move, stirre, pearce, and enflame the hearers
myndes.
At the laste the people and the priest together rehearse solempne
prayers in woordes, expreslye pronounced, so made that everye man
maye privatelye applye to hymselfe that which is commonly spoken
of alL In these prayers everye man recognisethe and knowledgethe
God to be hys maker, hys governoure and the principal cause of all
other goodnes, thankynge him for so many benefites receaved at his
hande. But namely e that throughe the favour e of God he hath
chaunced into that publyque weale, whiche is moste happye and
welthye, and hathe chosen that religion, whyche he hopeth to be moste
true.
In the whyche thinge if he doo anye thinge erre, or yf there be
any other better then eyther of them is, being more acceptable to
God, he desierethe him that he wyl of his goodnes let him have
knowledge thereof, as one that is ready e too folio we what way so-
ever he wyll leade hym. But yf this fourme and fassion of a com-